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Executive Committee Member
A meeting of the Executive Committee was held on 30.04.2010 at 3.30 p.m. at Association’s office, Karachi.
1) To confirm minutes of the EC meeting held on 05.04.2010.
The minutes of the above meeting were approved by all present.
2) To discuss SBP FE Circulars No.06 dated 15.05.2006 and No.02 and dated 14.04.2010.
Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar, Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee and Mr.Amir Ali Jamal briefed the meeting that after hectic efforts of several weeks finally SBP has issued the new FE Circular No.02 dated 14.04.2010 which protects the Exporters’ interest and defines the role of Shipping Lines/Agents and Freight Forwarders. In fact, PHMA’s Northern Zone appreciated this new Circular on the ground that it is the outcome of PHMA’s efforts; on the other hand PAF’s representatives had rejected this Circular and wrote to the Chief Justice of Pakistan to suspend it. 
Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed the meeting that after the issuance of new Circular PSAA has written to SBP on 16.04.2010 and MOC on 17.04.2010 requesting to restrain FIA from questioning our members for the intervening period from 15.05.2006 and 14.04.2010 due to alleged non-implementation of the previous Circular. However, so far there is no response from them.   
Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed that PIFFA arranged a meeting with Director FIA on 19.04.2010 to discuss the intervening period from 15th May, 2006 to 13th April, 2010. On the request of PIFFA he and Mr.Amir Ali Jamal also attended the meeting. The Director FIA offered to host a meeting of all stakeholders in order to find an amicable solution. Subsequently a meeting of all stakeholders i.e. PAF, PSAA and PIFFA was held at Beach Luxury Hotel on 21.04.2010 under the Chairmanship of Director, FIA. The approach of the Director, FIA was positive and his intention was clear that those involved in this issue should sit together and resolve it once and for 
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all. Since no final conclusion emerged from the meeting it was, therefore, decided to form a Working Group (WG) consisting of 3 representatives from each side to sit, discuss and come up with some resolution by 26.05.2010. Subsequently, PSAA constituted its WG as follows: 
- Mr.Aamir Khalil Mirza, Sr. General Manager (Customer Service), Maersk Pakistan
- Mr.Muhammad Bilal, Manager (Import & Sales), Safmarine Pakistan 

- Mr.S.Jodat Kazmi, Manager (Documentation), APL Pakistan 
He further informed that an informal meeting with representatives of PAF was held on 29.04.2010 which was attended by himself and Mr.Tariq Chaudhry, Chairman, PIFFA. The Exporters’ most important demand was that in the consignee column of MBL “to order of bank” is to be written. He added he is not expecting any breakthrough in negotiations with Exporters as the Shipping Lines will not be able to meet this demands. He added he thinks Shipping Lines are not interested to go for litigation at this stage. 

Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee informed the participants that our member M/s.Portlink International Services has filed a petition the High Court of Sindh challenging the jurisdiction of SBP and FIA. The High Court has issued notice to PSAA to appear in the matter on 12.05.2010. Now PSAA has to hire services of a lawyer in this connection at an estimated cost of around Rs.1.00 million. She added a comprehensive decision by the High Court in this regard will be beneficial to all concerned members. This would be an opportunity for members to invoke the High Court's intervention without exposing their own name in litigation since PSAA would be appearing as a collective entity/trade body.    
Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed that on 26.04.2010 he alongwith Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee and Mr.Amir Ali Jamal discussed the case with Mr.Raashid Anwar, Legal Consultant who is representing M/s.Portlink International Services. 
Rear Admiral ® S.H.Khalid stated he was told that PSAA has dis-associated itself and is not helping M/s.Portlink International Services on this issue. Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed that PSAA is very much co-operating with Portlink.    
Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee stated that PSAA correspondences had in fact added weight to M/s.Portlink’s petition.  
Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee enquired how the High Court made PSAA Respondent in this case. Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar replied that PSAA was not made Respondent per se but was included as amicus curiae.   
CONCLUSION
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a)
It was decided to continue negotiations with the Exporters. 

b)
It was decided to continue lobby with the Government to stop FIA questioning for the intervening period of non-implementation of SBP Circular No.6 dated 15th May, 2006.
c)
It was decided to support M/s.Portlink International Services in litigation process  and PSAA should appoint a lawyer to represent PSAA in the High Court. 

d)
It was decided to approach M/s.Portlink International Services (and if need be other concerned members) to bear the cost of hiring the lawyer as PSAA does not have the resources for such purpose.  
3) To elect new Chairman/Chairperson in view of the resignation by the existing Chairman.

Capt.Nusrat Iqbal, Vice Chairman informed the meeting that Capt.Abdul Rashid Abro of M/s.Transport Services International has tendered his resignation as Chairman, Pakistan Ship’s Agents Association (PSAA) for personal reasons. He also read out his resignation message dated 26.04.2010. He added in view of this vacancy, the Executive Committee has to elect a new Chairman/Chairperson. He stated he was not interested in the said post and hence suggested the name of Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee of M/s.Orbiter to fill this vacancy for the remaining term 2009-2010 ending on 30.09.2010. Subsequently, Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee was unanimously elected as Chairperson having been proposed by Admiral S.H.Khalid and seconded by Mr.Ovais-ur-Rehman.

Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee thanked all the Executive Committee Members for having reposed confidence in her and assured them that she will try her level best to serve PSAA with utmost devotion and dedication.

4) Any other business with the permission of the Chair.

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed the participants that last year some provisional memberships were issued in order to facilitate those agents to obtain PACCS User ID. Subsequently their renewal has now become due after passage of one year. It was decided to increase the provisional membership fees as per ratio made recently in the communications expenses of permanent members.   

The meeting thereafter approved the renewal of provisional memberships of M/s.Logistics Services Pakistan and M/s.CEI Logistics (Pvt) Ltd. for one year.  



The meeting ended at 5.00 p.m. with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 
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Date:_________  
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