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A meeting of the Executive Committee was held on Monday, 25.01.2010 at 3.00 p.m. at Association’s office, Karachi.
1) To confirm minutes of the previous EC meeting held on 11.12.2009.
The minutes of the above meetings were approved by all present.
2) To meet delegation of PIFFA in light of Secretary (Commerce) meeting held on 18.01.2010.
a) HARMONIZATION OF SCALE OF CHARGES
Capt.Abdul Rashid Abro, Chairman PSAA welcomed delegation of PIFFA. He briefed participants about the meeting chaired by Secretary (Commerce) and Secretary (Ports & Shipping) on 18.01.2010 at KPT wherein several stakeholders namely DG (Ports & Shipping), KPT, PQA, GPA, PNSC, PSAA, PIFFA, KCAA, FPCCI, KCCI, NTTFC, PSC, Stevedores Conference, Terminal Operators, etc. were present to discuss the issue of harmonization of scale of charges. He added it seems that now Government approach will be tough in order to resolve long standing issue of various charges charged by Shipping Agents, Freight Forwarders, Terminal Operators, etc. Therefore, it is better that issues be resolved by mutual understanding with the 
(2)

Trade otherwise Government will intervene in order to monitor and regulate the  sector. In order to address our differences and to arrive at a common point today’s meeting has been called.
Mr.Amir Ali Jamal, Secretary General informed the meeting that PSAA recommended range of ancillary charges has been provided time and again to FPCCI, KCCI, KCAA, PIFAA, etc. This list was also provided once again to all participants in today’s meeting. He added that PSAA will submit this list as directed by Secretary (Commerce). PIFFA informed that they will also provide such list to all stakeholders.
b) SBP F.E. CIRCULAR NO.6 DATED 15th MAY, 2006
Capt.Abdul Rashid Abro informed that several meetings/interactions on the above issue were held between PSAA and PIFFA however we were unable to reach some logical/practical solution acceptable to PSAA, PIFFA and Trade. He then invited PIFFA to brief participants about their point of view.
PIFFA responded that first we have to identify the maximum extent to which we can go to accommodate this Circular and we should have a common stand about the problems faced by the trade.
PIFFA added that problems faced by traders differ from case to case basis and can only be solved by mutual agreement between both parties. PIFFA had met with traders on B/L issue who want to implement a model based on practices carried out in Bangladesh which cannot be implemented in Pakistan as the laws, rules and regulations and even the economic situation in Pakistan is different from Bangladesh.
PIFFA informed that initially PIFFA went to SBP for seeking permission for remittance whereafter SBP formulated F.E. Circular No.6 of 15th May, 2006 granting Freight Forwarders remittance permission but without their consent some clauses were inserted.  PIFFA on the other hand wants to implement the said Circular provided that Ship’s agents/Shipping lines agree to implement the same and help PIFFA in this regard by not surrendering B/Ls i.e. express release.
PIFFA said all that PIFFA wants to have a regulatory body but not Customs; instead Ministry of Ports and Shipping or some other Ministry should be the regulatory body for PIFFA.
Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar replied that for the past couple of years PIFFA had assured that they will accredit their members but have failed to do so and due to this reason their credibility has suffered a lot, PIFFA should immediately start its accreditation process in order to boost their image and suggested that regulatory body should be Customs as Ministry of Ports and Shipping will not be a regulatory body as it is not in its scope. He further said that Customs be approached and a proposal is presented to them to obtain their perspective in this regard. Then a framework can be chalked out by mutual agreement of both parties on regulation.
Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar further commented that solution for the problems faced by traders be made quickly as Government is very keen to intervene which will bring lots of unnecessary checks and controls which will be cumbersome.
(3)

Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee inquired about the satisfaction of trade especially when PIFFA does not have any regulatory body. She opined that traders do not believe that a PIFFA member will follow all rules and recommendations of PIFFA without monitoring of any regulatory body.
Capt.Abdul Rashid Abro opined that PIFFA should establish its credibility.
Both PSAA and PIFFA agreed that they will write individually to SBP conveying their reservations and stand on F.E. Circular No.6 of 15th May, 2006.
Conclusion
- PIFFA agreed/acknowledged that SBP’s F.E. Circular No.6 of 15th, May, 2006 is implementable but with some changes. Furthermore the ship’s agents/shipping lines also need to address its implementation.
- PIFFA will expedite its accreditation process so that members of PSAA/Traders should not deal with non-accredited freight forwarders.
- PSAA has its recommended range of various ancillary charges; PIFFA will also recommend its tariff for various services provided.
- Both PSAA and PIFFA will try to make those companies who are still not their members into their respective members. 

- All agreed to ensure smooth flow of trade as per international shipping practices without any interruption.

The meeting ended at 5.00 p.m. with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 
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