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Executive Committee Member
A meeting of the Executive Committee was held on 05.04.2010 at 3.00 p.m. at Association’s office, Karachi.
1) To confirm minutes of the EC meeting held on 08.02.2010.
The minutes of the above meeting were approved by all present.
2) To discuss SBP FE Circular No.06 dated 15th May, 2006.
Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee updated the participants about several meetings on SBP FE Circular # 06 of 15th May, 2006 held with all the stakeholders i.e. PIFFA, PAF and SBP and also with PSAA members in order to get their input and finally submitted its proposal to SBP keeping in mind the role and liability of carrier/shipping lines. PSAA had continuously kept the members abreast regarding ongoing meetings and added that hopefully SBP will release its advisory soon which will resolve the issue. She added it had been impressed upon SBP officials to cater for the interim period i.e. after 15th May, 2006 till issuance of new advisory.  

She stated that a few Shipping Lines/Agents held meeting with Pakistan Apparel Forum (PAF) on 30th March, 2010 and issuance of inaccurate minutes by PAF created a lot of confusion with SBP. She contacted those members who informed her that they attended the meeting on the invitation of PAF as a matter of respect and courtesy only and they never agreed/reached on any conclusion and the minutes  were wrongly recorded/engineered. In fact, only the format of Carrier’s B/L was discussed. She thanked the EC members for the co-operation and help extended by them during the last several weeks in order to resolve this issue. 

3) To discuss forthcoming meeting of MOC with respect to “Harmonization of Scale of Charges”.
(2)

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal updated the participants that as briefed in the last EC meeting held on 08.02.2010 the recommended range of ancillary charges charged by Shipping Agents was submitted to Secretary (Commerce) as directed by him to PSAA during the 1st meeting held on 18.01.2010. 

He added that in the 2nd meeting chaired by Secretary (Commerce) on 26.02.2010 he directed PSAA to hold meeting with the representatives of the trade on 03.03.2010 to resolve the issues relating to shipping charges amicably. Subsequently Karachi Chamber of Commerce & Industry (KCCI), Pakistan Apparel Forum (PAF) and Karachi Customs Agents Association (KCAA) were invited for a meeting on 03.03.2010 at PSAA wherein PSAA explained comprehensively about various charges and justification thereof. Copies of the minutes were provided to all invitees. Pakistan Knitwear & Sweater Exporters Association (PAKSEA) which comes under PAF raised objection on the minutes vide their letter dated 26.03.2010. MOC vide their letter dated 03.04.2010 asked us comments on the objection of PAKSEA which was replied by PSAA on 06.04.2010.
Mr.Amir Ali Jamal provided the copy of MOC letter dated 03.04.2010 asking comments from all stakeholders regarding FPCCI letter dated 22.03.2010 about  FPCCI recommendation about Shipping Lines/Agents, Freight Forwarders and Terminal Operators. He requested the EC Members to provide with their input on this important issue so that PSAA can write to MOC.   

4) To form Sub-Committee on Liquid Cargo/Tankers.
Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed that members involved in Liquid Cargo business are facing several problems since long which require amendments in Customs  Act/relevant SROs. Also since several years a case is pending in the Supreme Court of  Pakistan (Fatima Enterprises versus FBR) wherein PSAA is the intervenor on behalf of GAC, Transtrade, Alpine and Asia Marine. In order to try and bring the matter to a logical conclusion. He suggested to form a Sub-Committee on Liquid Cargo/Tankers to deal with such issues headed by Capt.Khalid Hashmi, Executive Committee Member who could then co-opt any member(s). Mr.Tariq Haleem  volunteered to join this Sub-Committee. All present agreed to this suggestion. 
5) To discuss PQA issues. 

The participants reviewed the minutes issued by PQA of its meeting with PSAA held on 11.02.2010 and found the same satisfactory. Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed we have to revert to PQA on policy of PSAA with respect to Penalty on Vessels violating Port Parameters. All present were of the view that PSAA should continue with the earlier policy viz. strict enforcement of port parameters with the caveat that these parameters be fixed realistically whereafter violation of port parameters should not be allowed even by paying penalty. Furthermore, when Master declares in advance the correct vessel parameters same should be not be treated as mis-declaration and no penalty be imposed. Indeed, if PQA allows certain relaxation in port parameters by paying penalty it means the port is capable of handling such vessels, therefore, PQA should incorporate any enhanced parameter in the Notice to Mariners without penalty. 

(3)

Admiral S.H.Khalid was of the view that PQA invests huge amounts in dredging its channel and berths therefore, realistic  enhancement of parameters should not be a problem for PQA. 
6) Any other business with the permission of the Chair.

a) The meeting approved the membership applications of M/s.Maersk Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd., M/s.APL Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd., M/s.OOCL Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd., and M/s.MSC Agency Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd. 



b) The meeting approved increase in remuneration of Mr.Muhammad Raza, Outdoor/Office Assistant from Rs.10,000 to Rs.12,500 per month (inclusive of all allowances) effective 01.04.2010.  
c) Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed the meeting that window airconditioner installed in the Association’s office is too old and comsumes lot of electricity which is not feasible anymore. He, therefore, requested to sanction installation of split airconditioner which was approved by all present.  

The meeting ended at 5.00 p.m. with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 
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